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Maritimity and habitability of large Mediterranean coastal cities

Maritimité et habitabilité des grandes villes littorales méditerranéennes



Séminaire inaugural / Opening seminar
Marseille - Station marine d’Endoume - 19 mai 2025 / 19 May 2025 

Maritimity and habitability : port development

Maritimité et habitabilité
sous l’angle du développement portuaire

~

Coordination : Antonio ACIERNO, University Federico 2 of Naples – Italy – Architecture, urbanism
• Fabien BARTOLOTTI, Aix-Marseille Université, TELEMME (UMR7303) – France – History
• Anouar HECHMI, Université de la Manouba, Tunis – Tunisia – Geography



PLANNING AND MANAGING THE COASTAL-MARITIME SPACE



• PORT AND HISTORY/IDENTITY

• PORT AS  MAIN POLLUTION 
SOURCE

• PORT AS ECONOMIC ENGINE 

• PORT AS A BARRIER FOR LOCAL 
COMMUNITY

• PORT AS A «DOOR» TO THE 
EXTERNAL WORLD

• PORT AS DEMAND OF CHANGE

• PORT AS PLACE OF CONFLICTS

• PORT WITH DIFFERENT 
GOVERNMENT (Port Authority)







Maritimity and habitability through the historical development of 
Marseille-Fos

Fabien Bartolotti 
Ph.D. teaching fellow in late modern and contemporary history

AMU, CNRS, TELEMMe 

Maritimity and habitability of large mediterranean coastal cities
MaritiMedSeaties Seminar

19 May 2025



Port expansion in the Marseille area (19th-20th centuries)

Marseille
1850s-1930s



Oil and petrochemicals around the Etang de Berre (circa 1968)

© CCIAMP archives



A recent interest in everyday life on the docks

20242023



Aerial view of the Marseille harbour (1971)

© French national archives



© GoMet/Bouygues

Data center on the GPMM area (2024)



Marseille, 19 MAI 2025

FOR A RESILIENT 
CITY/PORT 

RELATION: THE 
CASE OF TUNIS  
HECHMI Anouar 



 THE IMPERATIVE OF A GLOBAL PHENOMENON
98%, of international trade

Shape Structure DeferOrganize Develop

30 million tonnes
4500 commercial vessels
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THE DEGREE OF HABITABILITY : THE RESULT 

68 - 18.4 µg/m³ 

90 dB

Submersion

Flooding

Explosion

Waste water



RESPONDING TO SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT ISSUES : SDGs
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